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News release: Wednesday, January 27th 
EVENTSCOTLAND TO SUPPORT NORTH ATLANTIC FIDDLE CONVENTION
EventScotland, the national events agency, is set to fund the 2010 North Atlantic Fiddle Convention in the city of Aberdeen and North East Scotland.  The event takes place from 14 - 18 July and funding will support the introduction of a Family Festival Club, website development and a PR campaign to raise awareness of the event across the UK.
The North Atlantic Fiddle Convention takes place biennially and is a celebration of excellence in Scottish fiddling, plus the many styles of fiddle playing and associated dance traditions that exist around the North Atlantic, particularly in Scandinavia, North America, Ireland, and elsewhere in the UK.
Paul Bush OBE, Chief Operating Officer at EventScotland, the national events agency, said:  “The North Atlantic Fiddle Convention will be one of the musical highlights of 2010 and will attract thousands of traditional music lovers to the north east of Scotland.  This will be the second time that EventScotland has supported the Convention and funding will be used to increase visitors to the area and to support the introduction of a new element for families: the Family Festival Club.
“The North Atlantic Fiddle Convention is a fantastic example of an event which turns a celebration of Scotland’s national heritage and culture into a five day event which generates a significant economic impact for the area, benefitting local hoteliers, tourist attractions and eateries.”

The Fiddle Convention consists of a programme of concerts, Ceilidhs, solo recitals, fiddle and dance workshops, demonstrations and free performances and offers something for all ages.
Dr Ian Russell of the Elphinstone Institute at the University of Aberdeen, who is the director of the event, commented: “We’re delighted with the support given by EventScotland to the North Atlantic Fiddle Convention. It’s important recognition for the major contribution that the festival will make to the cultural life of Scotland and the North-East. Based on our experience from the last Aberdeen NAFCo in 2006 we expect visitors to flock from near and far, from Tarland to Toronto, to be part of this wonderful celebration. It shows just how much people value and enjoy traditional music and dance, especially when the fiddle plays.”
For further information please visit www.abdn.ac.uk/nafco 
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Notes to Editors:
EventScotland is the national events agency.
EventScotland is working to make Scotland one of the world’s leading event destinations. By developing an exciting portfolio of sporting and cultural events EventScotland is helping to raise Scotland’s international profile and boost the economy by attracting more visitors. 

For further information about EventScotland, its funding programmes and latest event news visit www.EventScotland.org 
