Dunfermline’s Bruce Festival Set To Become National Tourist Attraction thanks to support from EventScotland

Dunfermline’s Bruce Festival is set to become a major national tourist attraction this year, thanks to funding from EventScotland that will allow organisers, Dunfermline Delivers, to add three concerts and a spectacular Son et Lumiere to the city’s celebration of Robert the Bruce.

Now in its fifth year, the Bruce Festival has grown to attract visitors from around Scotland and overseas, but EventScotland believes that the event has potential to increase visitor numbers significantly with additional attractions.  The national events agency has awarded the Bruce Festival its maximum support of £25,000, which will go towards funding three concerts in the Abbey and a stunning Son et Lumiere lightshow, which was a sell out at Christmas, as a night-time showpiece.  Jousting displays, falconry and battle camp in Pittencrieff Park, performers and a street market in the Kirkgate will ensure a truly medieval atmosphere in the city.

Paul Bush OBE, Chief Operating Officer at EventScotland, the national events agency, said: “The Bruce Festival in Fife celebrates Scotland’s history and heritage and appeals to locals and tourists alike.  The festival attracts thousands of people to Dunfermline and the extended programme this year, including the concerts and Son et Lumiere, funded by EventScotland and Fife Council, will without doubt draw even bigger crowds from far and wide.

“The Bruce Festival is part of Celebrating Fife 2010, a themed year of celebration for the area and one of the many fantastic legacies coming out of Scotland’s year of Homecoming.  We look forward to seeing the benefits which will be generated for Fife in the coming year through this fantastic programme of events.”

Susan Hughes, Chief Executive of Dunfermline Delivers, the city’s BID company, is delighted that the Bruce Festival has been selected by EventScotland for support. “It is testimony to the success of the Festival so far that EventScotland has recognised its potential and awarded us the maximum possible grant.  By attracting visitors to the ancient capital of Scotland, we will also see a huge boost to the local economy and put Dunfermline firmly on the map as a place to visit.”

Fife Council is also supporting the Bruce Festival as part of Celebrating Fife 2010.  Councillor Brian Goodall, Strategic Chair: Housing & Communities Committee, said, “Fife Council’s investment in the Bruce Festival recognises its importance as one of the key events in this special year of culture. Celebrating Fife 2010 aims to advertise and proclaim that we have many ‘hidden gems’ in Fife and we’re encouraging people to come and discover them with us. The campaign will raise the profile of Fife with visitors and local people, encouraging them to join in and share the rich cultural heritage we have in the Kingdom.”

This year the festival will take place from August 20th to 28th, extended from a weekend to a week-long celebration, timed to link in with other international events like the Edinburgh Festival.  
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Notes to Editors:

1. Photographs of last year’s jousting display are attached

2. Dunfermline Delivers is the new company responsible for managing the work of the Business Improvement District (BID) programme, voted for by traders in June 2009 and funded by a levy paid by 433 city businesses.

3. EventScotland is the national events agency.

EventScotland is working to make Scotland one of the world’s leading event destinations. By developing an exciting portfolio of sporting and cultural events EventScotland is helping to raise Scotland’s international profile and boost the economy by attracting more visitors. 

For further information about EventScotland, its funding programmes and latest event news visit www.EventScotland.org 
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