PRESS RELEASE
The Tour of Britain Pedals back into Scotland for 2011
EventScotland works with key partners to steer riders north of the border 
08 September, Scotland... EventScotland today announced that the Grand Depart of The Tour of Britain will return to Scotland in 2011, riding the through the regions of the Scottish Borders and Dumfries and Galloway.  
 “The Tour of Britain is a highlight on the cycling calendar for top international cyclists and enthusiasts from around the world. EventScotland are delighted to announce that this world class event will return to Scotland next year and we are already in the planning stages to ensure that our stage will one of the best of The Tour for everyone involved,” said Paul Bush OBE, Chief Operating Officer for EventScotland. 
Stage Three of the 2009 Tour began in the Scottish Borders town of Peebles which saw spectators line the streets, strong local and national media coverage and local business getting into the cycling spirit with window dressing and other community activities. In 2011 the region will host the ‘Grand Depart’ with details of the route to be announced early next year. 

Vicky Davidson, Scottish Borders Council Executive Member for Economic Development said, “This is excellent news for Scotland.  When the Tour was here in 2009 it had a considerable impact on the Scottish Borders and to secure the Grand Depart and the Tour Ride really will keep the Scottish Borders on the map as a world class cycling destination.  Businesses got right behind the event in Peebles last year and thousands of spectators turned out to watch the event, so I anticipate a great response next year.”  

Dumfries and Galloway have been involved since 2005 and will provide the perfect setting for the end of Stage One in 2011.

Councillor Ian Carruthers from Dumfries and Galloway Council added, “Dumfries and Galloway is proud to have been at the heart of the Tour of Britain since 2005, and we have witnessed many dramatic incidents and memorable Stage finishes over the past few years that have helped to define previous Tours. Dumfries and Galloway Council is serious about supporting cycling and we anticipate many thousands of fans turning out for the first day and sole Scottish Stage of the 2011 Tour of Britain.”
Event organiser, SweetSpot will work with the supporting Scottish agencies over the next 12 months to deliver the opening stage of the 2011 Tour and are looking forward to a Scottish element once again. Hugh Roberts, Chief Executive of SweetSpot, said, “We are delighted to be bringing The Tour of Britain back to Scotland for Stage One of the 2011 race, and we look forward to an exciting stage showcasing the world-class scenery that the Scottish Borders and Dumfries and Galloway offer.
“Scotland has twice before hosted the Grand Depart of The Tour to much acclaim, so I’m sure we can once again look forward to a fantastic reception when we return next September.”
In a bid to make the 2011 event bigger and better, a Tour Ride mass participation event will be encompassed into the Scottish plan, potentially attracting around 1,500 riders. The weekend timing of the opening stage will attract large numbers of spectators to Scotland and local tourism will be set to receive a boost from the influx of visitors over the few days before and after the riders take to their saddles. 

Economic impact and global media coverage are key factors of consideration when supporting events in Scotland and the positive figures from 2009 certainly justify The Tour of Britain’s return. With an estimated economic impact of just under one million pounds from outside Scotland and a £1.3million media value in 2009, the increased stay of the riders and their teams prior to the depart looks likely to increase these figures for the next staging. 
Paul Bush continues, “EventScotland works to generate, bid for, attract and sustain events which will drive tourism and create international profile for Scotland. We’re dedicated to strengthening the nation’s position as a world class events destination and The Tour of Britain is a stand-out event for us across all our aims.” 

The 2010 event runs from 11-18 September with the eight stages beginning in Rochdale and ending in the heart of London.  Scotland has hosted a stage of the race since 2005 but the logistics of this year’s route meant that coming north of the border was not feasible this time.

The 2010 event is set to spin off this Saturday and boasts a strong line-up of 100 riders from 17 teams coming from 19 countries.  The stage is set for an exciting week of action to whet the appetite of Scottish cycling fans before they change gear and return to Scotland in 2011, the Year of Active Nation. 
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Notes to Editors:

EventScotland 
EventScotland is the national events agency and is working to make Scotland one of the world’s leading event destinations. By developing an exciting portfolio of sporting and cultural events EventScotland is helping to raise Scotland’s international profile and boost the economy by attracting more visitors.
For further information about EventScotland, its funding programmes and latest event news visit www.EventScotland.org
Dumfries & Galloway Council
Dumfries and Galloway Council is serious about supporting cycling. The region is home to Kirkpatrick Macmillan, the inventor of the bicycle and has hosted the Tour of Britain since 2005. Five of the world class 7stanes mountain bike trail centres are based in the region and the Council has received many awards for its work developing new cycle paths. www.dumgal.gov.uk 

Scottish Borders Council
For more information, please contact Richard Sweetnam on 01835 825 069 or Richard.sweetnam@scotborders.gov.uk 
The Tour of Britain
Re-launched in 2004 after a five year absence from the calendar, The Tour of Britain is now the UK’s biggest professional cycle race and the country’s largest free-to-watch sporting event.
Ranked at the 2.1 level by the UCI, the sport’s governing body, The Tour of Britain attracts some of the world’s top cyclists, including Olympic and World Champions and Tour de France stage winners, to compete on British roads each September.

For more information, please visit www.tourofbritain.co.uk 

