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Top quality entry for inaugural Rally of Scotland
Today Wednesday, November 4th, sees the official media day of the RACMSA Rally of Scotland, last round of the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), to be held from 19th – 21st November. The event is being unveiled at the Blythswood Square Hotel in Glasgow and introduced by Scottish triple world F1 champion, Sir Jackie Stewart.

Entries now stand at almost 60, with more than 30 international entries received, covering eight vehicle manufacturers. Leading names that have entered include 2009 IRC Drivers’ Champion - and factory Peugeot driver - Kris Meeke, Scotland’s Alister McRae in a semi-works Proton Satria and Scottish favourite, David Bogie, in a Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX. A second Peugeot 207 S2000 has also been entered by the BF Goodrich Drivers Team. The winner of that drive will be announced later this week.   

Also on the entry list are future stars Craig Breen and Tom Cave. Cave, 18, tackled his first World Rally Championship event last year, just days after passing his driving test. Meanwhile, Waterford’s Breen, 19, has this year walked away with four championship titles, including the UK, Irish and International Fiesta series. Both will be names to watch taking on the might of the IRC’s established stars in the Scottish forests. 
Andrew Coe, chief executive of the Rally of Scotland’s organiser, International Motor Sports Ltd, is thrilled with the quality of the entry and noted: “It is shaping up to be a cracking finale to the 2009 IRC series. The lochs and hills of Stirling and Perth & Kinross will provide a stunning backdrop for what we hope will be the first visit of many visits for the IRC to Scotland.” 
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He continued: “It is not just the spectators in the forests who will be able to enjoy the atmosphere of topline international rallying in Scotland. The event will benefit from live coverage, both on Eurosport TV and online. Across the board, the rally will break new ground and we’re delighted it is also playing a pivotal role in the Homecoming Scotland celebrations of 2009.”  

Paul Bush OBE, Chief Operating Officer at EventScotland, the national events agency, said: “The Rally of Scotland will, without doubt, be one of this year’s sporting event highlights, a fantastic addition to our year of Homecoming and an un-missable spectacle in Perth and Kinross and Stirling.  As the final stage of one of the world’s biggest motor sport championships, it will draw thousands of spectators from far and wide bringing a substantial business benefit for local hotels, restaurants and tourist attractions.  The event has secured an impressive line up of world class drivers, both from the UK and of International acclaim, which will ensure an exciting competition will be broadcast live on Eurosport to an audience of millions, showcasing Scotland’s sensational scenery and capacity for hosting major events.”    

Perth & Kinross Provost John Hulbert said: “Perth & Kinross Council is delighted to welcome this exciting new event to Perthshire which provides a great opportunity to showcase the best of the area to a global television audience. The Rally of Scotland is a fantastic chance for anyone interested in rallying to experience this thrilling sport in stunning surroundings here in Perth and Kinross and we hope that people will come from far and wide to take advantage of that. “

Councillor Scott Farmer, Depute Leader of Stirling Council and Portfolio Holder for Economy, Tourism and Finance said; "I am delighted to welcome this prestigious and exciting event to Stirling.  As joint hosts of the RACMSA Rally of Scotland, which is the final leg of the prestigious Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) series, we believe that the event will provide a unique platform for showcasing Stirling and the beauty of its landscape to the world, thereby boosting tourism and delivering major economic benefits to the community." 
To keep up to date with news and information about the Rally of Scotland, visit www.rallyofscotland.com. Tickets are available now and can be purchased by calling 0844 847 2488.

Ends. 
For further information please contact Zoe Liberty at Prova on 01926 776900 or zoel@provapr.co.uk or John Horton on 01213 782828 or john@jhmm.co.uk
Notes to editors:

The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports Association Rally of Scotland

This is a brand new event organised by International Motor Sports Ltd, the body responsible for organising both Rally GB and the British Grand Prix, both UK based and FIA regulated events.

EventScotland
EventScotland is the national events agency.

EventScotland is working to make Scotland one of the world’s leading event destinations. By developing an exciting portfolio of sporting and cultural events EventScotland is helping to raise Scotland’s international profile and boost the economy by attracting more visitors. 

For further information about EventScotland, its funding programmes and latest event news visit EventScotland.org
Homecoming Scotland 2009 

1. Homecoming Scotland 2009 aims to engage Scots at home as well as motivate people of Scottish descent and those who simply love Scotland, to take part in an inspirational celebration of our culture, heritage and some of the many great contributions Scotland has given to the world. 

2. 2009 marks the 250th anniversary of the birth of Scotland's national poet, Robert Burns, with the programme's design guided by Scotland's unique position as the home of Burns himself, Golf, Whisky, Great Minds and Innovations, and Scotland’s culture and heritage which lives on at home and through Scotland’s global family.

3. Homecoming Scotland is funded by the Scottish Government and is managed by EventScotland the national events agency in partnership with VisitScotland, the country’s national tourism agency. Homecoming is part financed by the European Union through the European Regional Development Fund.

4. For more information on Homecoming Scotland please visit: www.homecomingscotland2009.com
